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pointed shape) nor with the Portuguese word homo, which
means * oven ' (again on account of its shape). It is just one of
those Dutch names which lie sprinkled all over the map, of
which Statcn Island, N. Y., and Staten Island which lies just
north of Cape Horn, and which is separated from Ticrra del
Fucgo by the Strait of Lemairc, arc examples.

At first it looked as if the Dutch East India Company had
come out holding the long end of the stick. There was, indeed,
nothing in their original charter which forbade other Dutch
trading companies from doing business in the Indies as long
as they did not follow the African route. They expected that
eventually the courts of Holland would find some loophole
which would allow them to decide in favour of the almighty
company which had the backing of all the richest men in the
republic.

In the meantime such infringements upon their monopoly
were extremely annoying, and measures had to be taken against
any possible repetitions. Hence the decision of the authorities
in Batavia to reach an immediate solution of the entire problem
of the Western Pacific. They wished to find out once and for
all what they might have to fear from the great continent which
might exist somewhere in that ocean. For it was beginning to
look larger and larger as time went on, and it might still hide
God knew what secrets.

And so, after very careful and long-winded deliberations, it
was decided in the year of grace 1642 that a certain Abel Jans-
zoon Tasman, with five ships, including the Zechacn and the
Hccmskcrl^ should leave Java and should proceed first of all
in a westerly direction until he reached the island of Mauritius;
from there he was to return upon his tracks and sail due east
until he came upon the different bits of land which had already
been sighted by Willem Janszoon, Hartog, and dc Houtman.

Having located this territory, he was to continue in a southerly
direction and, following the coastline as far as it reached, to try
to establish whether New Guinea was an island or part of the